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Claim 4, dependent on claim 3, is deleted because it referral lo subject mailer 
found in u subsequent claim, in particular claim 5. 

New dependent claim 36, dependent on claim ,S % is added lo replace deleied claim 
4, such (hat the subjeel matter claimed in claim 36 has now proper antecedence 

Claim 2 is amended to correel a clerical error; the claim now etuis Willi a period 

Claim 5 is amended (o respect the new claim dependency. 

Claims 20 and 21 are amended to correel antecedence inconsisiencics. 

( Isiim Rejections Under 35 IJ.N.C $ I 12: 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 (J.S.C. 112 second paia^raph, ;is Ivni)- 
indefinite and for failing to particularly point mil and distinctly claim tin- subject 
mailer which applicant regards as the invention. 

It is respectfully submitted lha( there is no ambiguity rcgurdin<r, die use oT"a 
semiconductor laser module" in l he preamble and the use of "a semiconductor Inscr 
element" in the claim. The I wo expressions are elearly distinct both willi ivspcci to 
readability and with respect lo antecedence and one is not used in lieu of the oilier. The 
phrase "a semiconductor laser module" is directed lo an enlily as a "whole" whereas the 
phrase ^iserniconduclor laser element" relates lo a part of the "whole." This worthm. is 
used in the background of the invention, first paragraph, wherein a claw disiincimn 
between n semiconductor loser module and a semiconductor laser element is nude 
Applicant disagrees wilh lixaminer's rejection. 

Since Applicant does noleonsider thai, the claims are indefinile, the claims tire noi 
amended lo overcome Hie rejection under 35 I J,S.< \ 1 I 2 second paragraph. 

Chum Rejections Under 35 II.S-C § 102: 

Claims l-i t, 16-27, 2<>- 32 and 35 are rejected under >:> U.N.C. 102(c) as Ivine. 
anticipated by Aikiyo (US Patent No. 6,3X5,222). 

II is respectfully submilled thai the reference cited by Txamiuer to rejeel ihc 
claims as being anticipated is improperly cited. The reference is in laU the parent case ot 
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the present application from which apriority claim is provided I'm the present 
application. Citation id" the parent is inappropriate in the present situaiinn. 

Claim Rejection* Under U.S.C § 103: 

Claims I2-I.S, 28, T\ and 34 are rejected under \5 \ i.S.< 101(a) ;is lvim> 
unpatentable over Aikiyo (US Patent No. <V*85,222). 

The prior art reference also appears to be improperly cited, as die inventor ol I i.S 
Patent No. 6,385,222 is also an inventor of l.he present application and both an* assigned 
to the same' assignee, The burukawa lileclric Co., I, Id. 

No amendment was made to the claims in overcome the rejections under is 
U.S.C. 102(c) and 1 0.1(a). 

No new matter has been added. 

l'lcasc also charge any additional lees required or credit any overpayim nt to Deposit 
Account No: SIM 142. 

Applicant respectfully submits ihat the claims are allowable, and Applu-am 
requests reconsideration of the present application. 



Respectfully, 

Randy W. Laciisso 
Kogn No: 34,36X 
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A I TACIIMKNT It 
Marked Up l)*le<e<J anil Amended (hums 

A marked up copy of the deleial and amended claims is provided as follow*; 
Dclcfe claim 4 

Claims 2, 5 % 20 t 21, 22 and 36 



2. (Once amended) A semiconductor laser module as defined in Claim I , composing an 
optical fiber optically coupled lor receiving laser light emitted from die semiconductor 
laser element) ;,|. 

|4. A semiconductor laser module as delined in (Maim 3, wherein the. surge 
suppression circuit comprises a diode disposed in series with snid thcrino-riuMlule. | 

S. (Once amended) A semiconductor laser module as defined in Claim |*1 | X compi ismg 
a surge suppression circuit, (or preventing surge current from (lowing info said Ihermo 
module, 

20, (Once amended) A .semiconductor laser module as defined in ( 'laim 10, comprising: 
ii lensed optical liber in which a lens is formed at |lhe| a tip end portion onio which laser 
light is incident. 

21. (Once amended) A semiconductor laser module as set forth in Claim I compiling: 

a package having a through hole communicating from (he inside ol ihe package lo 
the outside thereof lor accommodating (he semiconductor laser elemenl ami the Hum, no- 
module; 

an optical fiber supporting memher disposed within the through hole-, 
wherein an end portion side of an optical ttber is for being introduced loan (he 
outside of said package into the inside thereof via a through hole provided in said optical 
liber supporting member, ami wherein |the| a first substrate is thermally isolated Imm 
said optical liber supporting member. 
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22. (Once amended) A .semiconductor laser module as defined in ( 'lahn ?.l , comprising a 
loused optical fiber in which ti lens is formed al |lhe| a lip end portion onto which laser 
light is incident. 

.'16. (Mew)_A seniiconducjoi; laser module as_del~med in i < :iaim 5 r wherein the miij-c 
suppression eireuii comprises a diode disposed in series wilh said Ihenno - module. 



